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John Lovett
The inventor of the fiberglass cross country ski forever changed nordic skiing. And ski
manufacturing in Colorado.
Nominated in the Sport Builder category
John Lovett’s passion for skiing and natural genius for engineering jump-started the fiberglass
revolution in cross country skiing, and built the largest ski factory ever to operate in Colorado.
Lovett’s career began in high school, when he designed and built the first fiberglass cross-country
skis. Lovett attended Colorado Rocky Mountain School, where French teacher Roger Paris, a worldchampion
kayak racer, taught his students to build fiberglass kayaks. Lovett, an enthusiastic ski
racer and backcountry and cross-country skier, was tired of breaking the tips off the wooden
Norwegian skis then in use for three-pin bindings. He saw the potential of fiberglass in creating a
stronger running and climbing ski. In 1966, at age 15, he used the school’s workshop to build a pair
of cross-country skis, laminating a maple core with fiberglass for flexible strength. He made 15
more pairs and sold them to his classmates at $10 a pair. He experimented with the core thickness
to get the flex just right, working to duplicate the spring and kick of a good wooden ski.
These were the world's first fiberglass cross country skis. It wasn't until eight years later -1974 -- that Kneissl and Fischer introduced mass-produced fiberglass XC skis in Europe. By that
time, John Lovett was the owner and operator of the largest ski factory in Colorado and was selling
tens of thousands of pairs of high-quality cross country and alpine skis each year.
Lovett graduated from CRMS in 1969 and moved to Boulder to attend the University of Colorado.
But what he really wanted was a job making skis at the Lange/Dynamic factory in Broomfield. He
talked to Wells Lange and Ian Ferguson, and wound up with a job in the ski-repair department
working with Ken Harrell.
When Harrell moved to A&T to work with Dynastar, Lovett went along. He continued to build
fiberglass cross-country skis in his spare time. A&T wanted to distribute the ski. They loaned Lovett
$54,000 to start and operate the business. He borrowed more money from his grandmother, and
built a factory on Central Avenue on the east side of Boulder.
Lovett had invented a cheaper way to make a torsion-box ski. Instead of using an expensive
milled cavity mold, as Dynamic, Lange, Head and K2 did, he figured out that aluminum angle stock,
riveted to an aluminum sheet, could hold the materials accurately in the press. Lovett could whip
out a new mold set in a few days, for about $200.
There were more innovations. Lovett added a mohair “kicker” into the base of a cross country
race ski, solving the problem of waxing for snow at the freezing point. In 1973, Lovett introduced
the first steel-edged XC ski with a polyethylene base—in effect, the first of the “norpine” skis on
which the modern telemark movement would emerge.

The next step was to build an alpine ski for kids, which A&T sold as the Hummer. Lovett took orders
for private-label skis from Gart Bros., then for other retailers. With his inexpensive tooling, he could
charge a modest fee for design and engineering and then crank out a few thousand pairs of skis
under a customer’s brand.
In 1974, Bob Burns lost his job as a sales rep at K2. In the fall, he drove down from Sun Valley and
asked Lovett to build him an alpine ski to sell. Lovett worked around the clock with his assistant,
Laura Clevett. They took an old 207-centimeter Dynamic and made the sidecut deeper, then made a
mold from tooling resin. They designed the construction around a Dynastar-style omega foam core,
making it torsionally stiff with a soft flex pattern for bump skiing. Burns took the first two pairs of
prototypes to Vail for testing, and the skis were an instant success.
A ski company was born, as a partnership between Lovett and Burns and half a dozen investors in
Sun Valley, Vail and Aspen. Lovett designed and built the skis and Burns sold them. The new skis
still had no paint, nor even a name. In Sun Valley, people called it “Burnsy’s ski.” Eventually, after a
disagreement over the graphics, they settled on big squares of primary colors and called it The Ski.
After the first winter, Lovett brought in his brother Kevin to set up a manufacturing facility in
Ogden, Utah. Mike Brunetto joined up to help manage the factory. Burns was a genius marketer and
sales boomed.
By 1976, Lovett was selling 70,000 pairs a year of foam-core Lovett cross-country skis, privatelabel
skis, and alpine skis—nearly twice as many skis as Head made at its factory in North Boulder.
He supplied cross country skis to the U.S. Ski Team. He was 25 years old.
In 1977 Lovett sold his half of The Ski Company to Burns, and the following year sold the Boulder
factory to Eastern Mountain Sports, the biggest U.S. retailer of cross-country skis.
Lovett worked with Robert Redford for a couple of years. He took over the Frank Shorter line of
running gear and staged a turnaround. In 1987, he took over management of Allied Marine in
Miami, Florida, and turned it into the world’s largest dealership of Hatteras yachts. In 1992, he put
together a partnership to pioneer computerized high-frequency stock trading. After 1997, he
settled in Edwards, Colorado to help develop an innovative “new urbanist” real estate development
combining residential apartments with a walkable shopping mall.
In 2007, Lovett returned to Boulder as CEO of Droplet Measurement Technologies, making highprecision
instruments for atmospheric studies. The instruments are used by NASA, NOAA and other
leading research organizations worldwide, for pollution studies, climate and rainfall research,
weather modification studies, and aircraft icing certification.
“Those early years in the ski industry were the best time,” Lovett says now. “Maybe everyone feels
this way about the beginning of a career, but that era brought the most interesting challenges and
the chance to work with the most stimulating people. It was a golden time.”
John Lovett put Colorado at the forefront of cross-country ski technology, building and selling
mass-produced high-quality cross-country skis seven years ahead of the European factories. He
built the largest ski factory ever to operate in Colorado. He richly deserves recognition as an
honored member of the Colorado Ski and Snowboard Hall of Fame. –Seth Masia

